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October 18 
Masefield, John DEAD NED Macmillan 
* Not Masefield in customary vein, but a rattling good yarn at that. The 


first volume of an adventure story, in which a young doctor, mishandled by fate, hung 
by the neck for a murder he had not committed, rescued just in time by his confréres 
and spirited out of the country on a slaver. And there it ends, with promise of ad- 
ventures on the sea and on the slave coast and the recovery of a fortune and his 

good name, for the next volume. The catalogue seems to indicate the story complete - 
this is misleading. It is a good tale as it stands, but incomplete. Keep record of 
purchasers and notify them when volume two makes its appearance. The story is an 
incredible one but Masefield vouches for its authenticity, stating that the story in 
toto is a combination of two actual lives, and increasingly interesting from that 
angle. It is told in the first person — the pace is well sustained. $2.50 


Cetober—21 ny 
McFee, William DERELICTS Doubleday, Doran 


* Good McFee and definitely a "Must Book". McFee has an engineer's passion 

for taking things apart and his approach to humans is a careful disassembly of human 
emotions into neat piles of their component parts. The philosophical Mr Spenlove, 
chief engineer of "the Sansorino", spins the yarn of Captain Runson, Paula and Ottilie, 
to satisfy the curiosity of a passenger who had known them. It is the story of a man 
who gave up a career and a fashionable wife for a new set of values in 4 tropical 
backwater. A sort of Moon cnd Stxpence theme, written with wholly different technique 
and a new set of incidents. In McFee's own words, this is "rich in the vitamins of 
romance," $2.50 


October 31 


Nathan, Robert THE JOURNEY OF TAPIOLA Knopf 


Robert Nathan embroidering on practically nothing. A slender story, 150 
pages at most, in which whimsy handled with an ingenuous, self-consciously naive 
manner, is worked to the limit. Tapiola is a timid little Yorkshire terrier who 
elects to be a hero in the age of heroism, and who leaves the comforts of home for 
adventure, in company with Richard the canary, who has his heart set on opera. They 
meet up with a misanthropic rat on the dump barge, and the trio go to Staten Island, 
where they find life not all they had hoped. Heroism seems not in Tapiola's 
horizon ~— courage fails him at the crucial moment, and ultimately he finds home and 
security the better part of valor. Not a very satisfying fantasy. Lacks the adroit 
humor of G. B. Stern's ventures in like vein. It is not spontaneously Nathan, $1.75 
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22 
October 18 


Weidman, Jerome WHAT'S IN IT FOR ME? Simon & Schuster 
* Continuing the story of Harry Bogan (I Can Get It For. You Wholesale) - and 


he is still the same cheapskate, chiseler, charlatan from the Bronx. Weidman has 
the toughest, fastest patter of them all - but far more than that. This is not a 
one-sided job. There are skilful undertones to this characterization of a "heel- 
about-town", this doublecrossing Jew boy, which comes through in occasional scenes. 
Harry is back in the dress business after a none too creditable bankruptcy, and this 
history culminates in a $30,000 jip deal. But it is alsq the story of his chorus- 
burlesque tart, Martha Mills, who ditches him and takes his $30,000. And it is the 
story of his mother, forced to face reality in her son — and dying at the close. 
There are poignant moments, and the know-it-all smart boy takes a nosedive at the 
end. Weidman has still the attributes of the first book, an ear for dialogue, 90 
m.p»h. pace and uncompromising characterizations. It zings! - It will be liked by 
all who were keen about the first book, and it is not too dependent on that to sel} 
on its own. 'Ware conservatives. $2.00 


Nevember-2 Gctobar (49 


Delafield, E. M. WHEN WOMEN LOVE Harper 


Three long novelettes, linked only by the fact that each one - in its own 
period - deals with the problem of broken romance. The first, The Wedding of: Pose 
Barlow is the story of a marriage of convenience, in which a mother marries her 
daughter to the man she would have liked for herself - and the girl finds romance 
elsewhere. The second, Girl-of-the-Period, is the story of a frigid woman who gets 
exactly what is coming to her. And the third, We Meant To Be Happy, is a story of 
the dangerous age, and of how love disrupted a reasonably happy marriage. There is 
no particular distinction in either matter or manner. But Delafield sells. $2.50 


Three Above Par - and a Fourth 


Not ranking as MUST BOOKS ~ nor yet as DARK HORSE POSSIBILITIES, none the less there 
are four titles reported below that emerge from the rank and file. There is a novel 
by H. E. Bates of short story fame, SPELLA HO (Little, Brown), about which we have 
reservations, but which the publishers are backing heavily. Then there is a new 

R. C. Hutchinson, TESTAMENT (Farrar & Rinehart), which is almost but not quite a big 
book. The New Louis Paul, WRONG WORLD (Doubleday, Doran) reinstates him. And Emilie 
Loring HIGH OF HEART (Little, Brown) is a certain bet for rentals and circulation - 
but tripe. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


September 15 


Hatch, Eric THE CAPTAIN NEEDS A MATE Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Trying to make the screwballiana grade -— but mostly flatting it en route, 
He did one very amusing yarn; most of its successors have been disappointments. This 
is a pretty silly story of a man, divorced, unloved, unloving, high and dry without 
a job. As a gag, more or less, he is hired as captain of his ex-wife's yacht, now 
in other hands, and on the way to Cannes, the crew and guests, ~ professional loafers 
and adventurers, take it over as a cooperative venture, and make a g0 of it, There's 
a romance on the side, of course. $2.00 
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September 21 






@ Kennedy, Mary QUESTION THE NIGHT Dodd, Mead 


This is light, very trite - a poor relation of The Royal Family, lacking 
the zest and humor and emotional quality of that popular drama. This is also a story 
of a family in theatre, with a girl of the third generation of actors as the central 
character. She has made her debut on the stage at sixteen, and then imperils her 
career by falling in love with a young actor, with whom she elopes and keeps their 
marriage a secret. Both go on to success —- then Hollywood reaches out for the young 
husband, he accepts, and the marriage goes on the rocks, but the show goes on. Mary 
































Kennedy knows hertheatre which is all one can say. $2.00 
October 3 
Patrick, Diana ‘ WEAVE A CIRCLE Dutton 


English light fiction - i.e. a little more substance in theme and setting, 
minus zip and credibility. The story of the Wynstables:- Oliver, the father, a quiet, 
unassuming clerk in a real estate office whose kingdom is his home; two sons, two 
daughters, rebelling at the family circle, their jobs and their loves, all tending to 
break the chord -— finally the emergence of a life-long secret of Oliver's real posi- 
tion in the firm, and the reason for his pretense. Ultimately, he gives the young 


‘uns a break. $2.00 
dctober 1 | /36 
Cannon, Le Grand THE KENTS Farrar & Rinehart 
®@ Somehow this lacks the emotional power of A Mighty Fortress. One never 


grows to care profoundly about any of the characters, though one is sincerely inter- 
ested, and perhaps a little resentful of the arbitrary termination put to one career. 
A two generation story in which the obsession to (1) make money and buy freedom, and 
(2) make good for the old firm - succeed in wrecking two marriages. A number of false 
trails lead one to expect more than one gets. The most interesting part of the book - 
to me, at least — was the picture of the Wall Street of frenzied manipulations of 
Civil War days. | $2.50 


October 10 


Fante, John WAIT UNTIL SPRING, BANDINI Stackpole 


A first novel, brief, virile, written with definite artistry. A few weeks 
in the lives of a poverty-stricken first generation Italian-American family, a brick- 
layer, his wife and his three sons. During the winter months, Bandini is out of work, 
and takes a job with a wealthy local widow, and is unfaithful to the withered Maria, 
The eldest son takes a wrong path, he steals a dime for the movies, he steals his 
mother's wedding cameo for his girl. The second son is an altar boy. The wife is 
slowly wasting away, while she prays constantly that her husband return to her. A 
bleak and realistic portrait, unrelieved, told with sobriety and skill, with strong 


emotional undercurrents. Limited in appeal. - But Fante can write! $2.50 
October 21 
Buchholtz, Johannes THE SAGA OF FRANK DOVER Putnam 
| J * This is a large canvas against which the story of one man, a man great in 


his simplicity, is told. Frank Dover was a Dane, he had lived widely and seen the 
world, when he decided to make the South Africa of RhodeSand Kruger his home. There — 
established in Durban as a piano tuner, he meets the woman who became the love of his 
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life, and the rest of the book is a saga of a love that made no effort or sacrifice 
too great, that overrode all obstacles, all unhappiness, that lasted beyond death 
and sweetened an old age that might have been bitter. There is adventure - there is 
war ~ there is inner conflict - but primarily there is a great and simple man...The 
author claims this as a true story, told by a wanderer on a beach. The publishers 
are backing it as a leading dark horse - cards, posters, advertising, etc. One of 
contest titles. We liked it - it has a warm human quality. But it seems to lack 


the element of greatness. $2.75 
19 
October 7 

Herdman, Ramona FIVE O'CLOCK WHISTLE Harper 


The story of a son of a mill hand - and of the tug of war between the call 
of the mill and duty in depression years against ambition and success, at a price in 
the world of music. For a time one wins, then the other — but always there is the 
pull back. And the price is a bitter one, - loss of caste with fellow workers in the 
mill because of friendship with the governing families; loss of a chance with the girl 
he loves - or so he thinks; loss of his mother, a victim of poverty and overwork. Then 
the chance for redemption, and another sacrifice. But he pays ~ and wins. It is a 


good enough story, made second rate by the flimsiness of characterization. $2.50 
October 24 
Bates, H. E. SPELLA HO Little, Brown 


H. E. Bates has risen to heights in his short story technique that leads 
one to hope and expect a great deal from him. For that reason, this, his longest 
work, is subject to a more critical approach than if he were less acclaimed. One must 
acknowledge that Spella Ho is a disappointment, It is the life portrait of Bruno 
Shadbolt, born to poverty, with a consumptive mother and a drunken father, and de- 
termined early in life to succeed in two ways -— women and money. He is brutish, ugly, 
sensual, but has inordinate will power and determination. The book falls into sec. 
tions according to his women, with his business ventures as accompaniment. He goes 
from leather to gas to real estate to hotel, finally to steel and iron - and makes a 
fortune in each. But his is a life devoid of real emotional values, and hjs old age 
is barren and desolate. Here and there are memorable scenes ~— Bates is at his best 
in vivid word pictures, vignettes of life and of nature. But there is no sense of 
continuity and development to the book or the characters, there is no increase or 
decrease of tempo, the characters live at second hand, Bruno does not evolve, in 
spite of his experiences, his love affairs are unconvincing. It is slow reading, 
though not dull, but when all is said and done, the book leaves no impress. Bates 
is an artist in small compass. Perhaps his is not a gift for a large canvas...The 
publishers are doing a big promotional and advertising campaign, so the book will 
be launched with their cooperation. Watch it! $2.50 


Hutchinson, R. C. TESTAMENT Farrar & Rinehart 


A strange and complex story, almost swallowed up in plethora of words, true 
to its Russian background and pattern. The purpose behind it would seem to be some- 
thing of Zweig's in the Grischa books - a picturing of the front and what goes on 
behind the front. Revealing picture of disintegration, of troops led by officers 
without vision, of revolutionists caught in the flame of their own passions, of the 
struggle of idealism and truth for a place - and of failure. A double edged story, 
that of the captain who tells the story, and of his lost wife and child; and of Count 
Scheffer, lawyer, idealist and rebel. Hutchinson is one of those writers who come so 
close to writing a great book that one eagerly seizes each new one, hoping this may 
be IT ~ only to find that once again, he has failed to learn the value of omission, 


$3.00 
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October 31 


































Patterson, Norma GIVE THEM THEIR DREAM Farrar & Rinehart 


Middling-modern rental yarn, good enough in its way. The story of dreamy- 
eyed Pat who comes to New York and falls in love with an ambitious and penniless young 
engineer. The story is also of the rest of the crowd in her house, - Emily, who owns 
the house, her son Chug who goes off the path and steals some money, the domestic, 
wholesome young fiancee who loses out to the glamor girl, and so on. Pat has her 
share of heartache, when she finds that wealth is a barrier that had been hidden from 
her. Rift - reconciliation - a happy ending. On the sentimental side - but should 
please. $2.00 


October ?? 
Fischer, Pauline Benedict CLAY ACRES Penn 


A tale of pioneering, in north-western Wisconsin in the early 1860's. A 
conflict in ambitions, when a young couple, the second generation on the new farms, 
watch their desires come into being. Clarissa has dreams of grandeur, social and 
cultural for herself and her children, political for her husband, Jim. But Jim's 
ambitions center around the land and the farm, After Jim's death, the Gelston for- 
tunes wane, and it takes misfortune to bring Clarissa to a realization of comparative 
value. A good book in the field of regional novels, somewhat better integrated than 
her last novel. Her leading characters are a bit stereotyped; her secondary char- 
acters are better drawn. For rentals primarily - and for public libraries. $2.50 


November 4 


Hanson, Harry -— editor 0. HENRY MEMORIAL AWARD STORIES OF 1938 Doubleday, Doran 





* One of the best collections of short stories that has been published for 
some time. Diversified in interest, contemporary in spirit, with an eye for artis- 
tic merit and present-day verisimilitudes rather than regional and proletarian 
tractarian values, or slick appeal. There is unusually high literary excellence, a 
tendency to represent those who are portraying the present conflicts of race and 
financial insecurity and unemployment. Harpers, Story, Scribners, Virginia Quarterly, 
Southern Review, New Yorker and others are represented. The outstanding younger 
authors hold the honors:—~ Caldwell, Steinbeck, Albert Maltz, Fuchs, Saroyan, James 
Still, and, for lighter moments, Nancy Hale and Mary Hastings Bradley. Johnny Pye and 
the Fool Killer. by Stephen Benet is there, and a fine Jewish story by a newcomer, 
Elick Moll. A good collection, for general reading as well as for study. $2.50 


Loring, Emilie HIGH OF HEART Little, Brown 


Emilie Loring can be counted on for substantial rentals and for circulation 
figures in public libraries. She writes what might be termed "good trash". This is 
not Loring at her best, but it will rent. Con, foster child of the Coreys, is in love 
with the son of the family. Her English grandfather sends for her ~- to decide between 
her and another possible heir. The other claimant plots a kidnapping - and the compli- 
cations grow apace. Peter to the rescue - and eventually he gets the girl and she gets 

®@ the inheritance. Coincidence plus ~ extravagance plus - total minus. $2.00 
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November 7 


Taber, Gladys LONG TAILS AND SHORT Macrae Smith 


Short stories of spaniels and setters, sentimental in approach. But then 
most people want their dog stories to be sentimental. Champions prove their value 
when they seem worthless, win ribbons at crucial moments, bring about romance, keep 
faith with their dead masters, etc. There is a redeeming bit of humor in puppy mis- 
demeanors. "Pop" magazine stuff. The (Dennis/Morgan) illustrations will create plus 


sales. $2.00 
go 

November +6 j 4 
Smitter, Wessel F.O.B. DETROIT Harper 


Sell this not as another Of Mice and Men (which the publishers suggest) but 
as a human document, written in terms of one of our great industries, and interesting 
for its industrial background and its flotsam and jetsam of human elements. There is 
little of the stark simplicity and poignant undercurrent of emotion of the Steinbeck 
work. The implications are there - but it is a story of man and the machine age, 
through the lives of three people, - Benny, who loved the factory; Russ, who was his 
buddy, but whose heart was in the lumber camps and whose hope was one day to make a 
living as a clam digger; Rita, whom Russ loved. and married, though she was a taxi 
dancer and throve on the city air. The machines got him in the end + and this is 
their story. $2.50 


November i8 
Paul, Louis WRONG WORLD Doubleday, Doran 


* Paul has his ups and downs. This is an "up" -— a happier type of story than 
anything since The Pumpkin Coach, and closer to reality than that. It is the story 
of a woman who had seen everything she prized snatched from her, and who set her whole 
being on achieving her own thwarted ambition in her child, no matter what the course. 
She determined that he should be a technically perfect concert pianist; she wrecked 
the dreams and visions of childhood; she reached her goal — and died. Then the young 
prodigy turned against all his life had been, and sought for life itself. Naive, dis- 
ciplined in one way only, he had incredible experiences (which Paul makes credible), 
faced various sorts of defeat, and finally, with success of an unwanted sort at his 
door once again, once again deserted - to love and a new vision. Thoroughly readable 
and original. i $2.50 


Ayres, Ruby M. RETURN JOURNEY Doubleday, Doran 


Rocky's father was a gambler and when scandal caused his disappearance, 
Rocky sought forgetfulness and enjoyment on a cruise. There's a strong silent man 
aboard, who knows the past — but he recognizes Rocky's real worth —- and all is well. 
$2.00 


November 22 


Corle, Edwin BURRO ALLEY Random House 


Evening and night in a New Mexico resort town, with natives, tourists, ar- 
tists, an Indian oil-millionaire and his ex-waitress wife, a gigolo, a spinster— 
librarian seeking adventure, all chance visitors in the Blue Heaven Cafe. There is 
no attempt at formulated plot. This is simply a slice out of life in our own South- 
west, an unsavory slice and an unpleasant set of characters. As-a sample of the hard- 
boiled school of writing, this is a poor relation. Sharply limited in appeal. $2.50 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
September 15 


Fitzsimmons, Cortland MYSTERY AT HIDDEN HARBOR Stokes 


Another Ethel Thomas mystery, with Ethel to the rescue when a young wife 
and her ex-fiance are involved in the murder of the elderly husband. The setting 
is Cape Cod, and theft, smuggling of aliens and a real culprit are all unearthed 
leaving young romance unhampered. Chipper to read but a solution that is inadequate 


from the angle of the true mystery addict. $2.00 
October 1 
Crosby, Lee TERROR BY NIGHT Dutton 


A Philadelphia suburb is terrorized by the beast that walks by night. Then 
there is a murder, and an amateur criminologist is called in. Further murders - 
further night terrors - and eventual capture of both the "terror" and the killer, 
and the proof that was lacking comes out:in the confession (which isn't fair to the 
reader). $2.00 


October 11 
Gregory, Jackson MYSTERIOUS RANCHO Dodd, Mead 


Pretty slow paced for Jackson Gregory, in spite of due allotment of theft, 
death by shock, murder, etc. (not to mention romance). A young financier, ruined 
in the market, seeks refuge with an old friend, owner of a Spanish ranch in Cali- 
fornia, and while there helps solve the mystery of several robberies and a death, 
reclaims a fortune for his host - and another for the lovely neighbor - and wins her 
hand. $2.00 


Rhode, John THE TOWER OF EVIL Dodd, Mead 


A Dr. Priestley story. Young Jimmy Waghorn can't put the pieces together 
in the murder of the hated Glapthorne, down on a ruined estate in Lydenbridge. The 
wizzard Priestley deciphers mystery symbols, finds the motive, and spots the criminal. 
You can see the end coming, but the story is good reading, and the plot fair. $2.00 


Brand, Max DEAD OR ALIVE Dodd, Mead 


* Western plus - in a tall tale of a youth who sticks by his pal in a fight 
to the death - only to find his pal is yellow and he is charged with murder. Yarn- 
spinning humorous Lanky comes to his rescue, saves him from a lynching, and together 
they foil a gang of ruffians and gain the hero's pardon. Romance to boot. Brand 
seems able to get away from patterned Westerns and to write a rousing tale as well. 
$2.00 


October 21 
Connington, J. J. MURDER WILL SPEAK Little, Brown 


Connington is always the slow-moving cautious Englishman, and this is even 
more drawling than usual. Poison pen letters in a London suburb start a postal in- 
vestigation, and two deaths bring the Constable into the picture. In the end, there 
is no real tie up; simply suicide and revenge. Pretty dull. $2.00 
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@ctober 24 
Bentley, E, C. TRENT INTERVENES Knopf 


Short stories, involving the suave British Trent in some ingenious sleuth- 
ing. Murders, church swindles, doped lipsticks, explosive golf sticks, aliases and 
disguises - a plethora of varied, shady feats. Eccentric devices seem to be the 
connecting trick. Entertaining - but ... $2.00 


November 1 
Keeler, Harry Stephen THE MYSTERIOUS MR. I Dutton 


Told in the first person - which with a goodly crop of aliases and a half 
dozen different names, creates plenty of confusion of identity. Plenty of plot - 
round about a solution of a murder for the love of a woman in a convent — plenty of 
red herrings in the way of sub plots galore - a Chicago background. Only a Keeler 
fan (can there possibly be any such?) would care and he should take a Keeler-cure. 

$2.00 


November 18 


Kendrick, Baynard H. DEATH BEYOND THE GO THRU Doubleday, Doran 


He has deserted his really original set-up of the blind detective and the 
seeing-eye dog, and the result is a blatant and dull job. A tale of sabotage and 
murder and labor strife in a cypress mill on the Florida flats. Conflict between 
the young daughter of the dead owner and the crooks who are determined to wreck her. 
Detective friend to the rescue. Punk story. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 


November 15 


White, Wilkiam Allen A PURITAN IN BABYLON Macmillan 
The Story of Calvin Coolidge 


William Allen White, veteran editor of The Emporia Gazette is a national 
figure, a bulwark of his party and at the same time a leader in liberal thought in 
his day. With his name —- and the subject of Coolidge, now virtually canonized in 
popular imagination, for the days of prosperity he symbolized — this book should 
have an easy sale. Add to that the fact that it is extremely good reading, very 
personal, more human than one might expect, a sympathetic, perceptive study of the 
man behind the front, and of a career with single aim. Furthermore, White has placed 
his subject where it belongs against world affairs as well as national affairs, giv- 
ing Coolidge deeper significance as an individual phenomenon. Anecdotal, now and 
then humorous but never acid, the picture emerges of a greater personality and a 
greater force than externals would indicate - a product of inheritance, training and 
intense concentration combined with overwhelming diffidence. A laudatory biography - 
but not too much so. Occasionally a bit plush. $3.50 


A Few High Spots.- (though not so very high) 


Watch below for Eesste's JAZZ JOURNALISM (Dutton); Stolberg's STORY OF THE C I 0 
(Viking); Bonaro Overstreet's A SEARCH FOR A SELF (Harper) and Bemelman's LIFE CLASS 
(Viking), 
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Aaron, Harold, M.D. OUR COMMON AILMENT: Constipation Dodge 


The medical consultant of the Consumers' Union treats the subject handled 
by Montague (on Lippincott's list) in a more thorough, more authoritative and better 
organized way. He takes up first the psychological as well as the physiological 
factors, then goes on to debunk various theories of auto-intoxication, alkalizing, 
sports, etc. On to specifics such as laxatives, with the components of each and its 
accompanying evils, and diet, with precise information as to what is helpful and what 
harmful. He closes with the more serious phases — colitis, spastic constipation, 
hemorrhoids, and so on. He relies on medical reports of various scientific investi- 
gations rather than on theory for his conclusions. A sound book for the layman. $1.50 


October 6 


Fahnestock, Bruce & Sheridan STARS TO WINDWARD Harcourt, Brace 


The Fahnestock brothers, 23 and 21, have a windfall and are able to realize 
their lifelong dream ~ cruising strange places in a sailboat. With three others, in- 
cluding Dennis Puleston of Blue Water Vagabond (last issue) they set out into the 
Caribbean, through the Canal, across the Pacific, to Galapagos, New Guinea, the Mar- 
quesa Islands and many others, with a long stop-over in Tahiti. Changes in the crew - 
red-blooded adventures - pearl diving - big-game hunting - gales at sea - cannibal 
islands — discovery of new islands and of valuable hieroglyphics - misadventures 
Salore, etc. At last, lack of funds force them to sell the boat, and they travel on 


=d to China, and crank newsreels for Paramount in the midst of war. A good set of yarns, 
told by boys with spirit and guts. Plus sale for older boys. $3.00 
Gumpert, Martin DUNANT: The Story of the Red Cross Oxford 


Dunant, whose vision resulted in the Red Cross, was an enigma. He knew no 
one intimately, he had, apparently no relatives, he left no records. There were 
tremendous gaps in his life. A banker living in Geneva, he is first recorded when 
he was preparing to approach the Austrian emperor, and happened on the Battle of 
Solferino. His horror over the plight of the wounded brought him out of his shell 
of timidity and reserve, and fired him with the zeal to destroy war, and turn the 
world to a union of peace. His plan he presented in his Recollections. of Solferino. 
An international commission was formed, and in 1863 the first conference was called. 
When Dunant became bankrupt, he dropped from sight for 15 years - was then discovered 
in a poorhouse, and in 1901 received the Nobel Prize. Balance of book general in 
tone. Well done. $2.50 


Funk, Wilfred J. WHEN THE MERRY-GO-ROUND BREAKS DOWN Punk & Wagnalls 


Successive depressions have hit this country. Each one is hailed and re- 
viled as the worst in history. Each time the newspapers blame the same factors, 
people make the same gloomy prognostications, the President is blamed, the Republican 
Party is done for, and so on and so on. Mr. Funk has collected quotations, documented 
and dated, and any or all of them might have been clipped from todays newspapers. Re- 
vealing - but a bit smart-alecky in the set-up. Good after dinner speech ammunition. 

$1.50 


e Croft-Cooke, Rupert THE MAN IN EUROPE STREET Putnam 


Absorbing reading - in spite of the fact that already it is out of date, 
disproved, and resultingly irritating. Croft-—Cooke set out to visit Europe in a 
trailer, to find out from the man on the street in village and town, how he felt 
about things. He came back an unconfessed convert to Fascism, an ardent admirer of 
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Hitler and Germany. Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Jugoslavia all con- 
fessed to fear of the German menace; most of them expressed determination to stand 
up for their rights. But in Germany (and to about the same extent in Italy) he found 
happiness, full employment, courtesy, an expressed desire for peace, and worship of 
their leaders, especially in Germany! And from those countries he took happy memor- 


ies. Such is the power of controlled speech - and yet he went to seek the truth. 
$2.75 


October 10 


Moore, Lillian ARTISTS OF THE DANCE Crowell 


This is a biographical dictionary of the dance. The author divides the 
field of the ballet into the main schools, and, selecting the leading proponents of 
each school, she gives a sketch of the life, training and contribution to the dance 
of each artist. It is very up-to-the-minute, with a goodly proportion of space 
given to the moderns. There are rather glaring omissions, and the title indicates 
a wider inclusion than is the fact. A book for general reference and for specific 


vocational reading. $3.50 


Bessie, Simon Michael JAZZ JOURNALISM: Dutton 
The Story of the Tabloid Newspaper 


* This is the history of the tabloid, that post-war "gigantic exaggeration" 
which is an integral part of present-day life, the result of public demand and the 
20th century pattern of speed, sensation and amusement. The background —- Pulitzer, 
Hearst and their "gee-whiz emotion" sheets, on to the Daily News. An anlysis of the 
News and the Times at five year intervals, shows the evolution of the News from a 
flagrant crime and sex sheet to today's status of readily digested entertainment, 
reliable information and a progressive political policy. The Mirror. and the Graphic 
both failing because they remained scandal sheets. Clean tabloids - the tabloid 
public, 70% middle class, the influences on other papers, through use of brevity in 
journalism, photographs, emphasis on sport and crime, etc. An interesting and well- 
done book, written in hard-hitting, vigorous prose style. Grand reading. Illustrated, 
$3.00 


Cooper, Page ALL THE YEAR ROUND: A Day Book 10/17 Stackpole 


Perhaps it has been done, but I don’t know of it. A day by day record of 
household and garden activities, in wholesome blend,with constructive suggestions in 
the way of menus, recipes, ideas for parties, things to be done in the garden through 
the year - all salted with a homely philosophy and a humorous commentary on family 


life. Really delightful! $2.50 
October 11 

Stolberg, Benjamin THE STORY OF THE C I O Viking 

* (This was reported in the May 15th bulletin - then postponed to this date). 


"There have been a number of books surveying the history of the C I 0 but in no other 
instance has the material been presented with such vigor - nor have others had the 
fearless brilliance, the dynamic manner, the powerful idiom of Stolberg. Two thirds 
of the text deals with the surface history, its internal and external problems, its 
relation with the A F of L and with Capitalism. He interprets the underlying social 
and economic credos motivating the movement. He attempts to analyze the immediate 
struggles, the impossibility of coming to terms with the A F of L, the necessity of 
obliterating factional rifts, for building towards future organization. He treats the 
outstanding figures briefly, but pointedly, and with a critical approach. He is not 
always objective - he is often didactic ~ his material and his approach are contro 
versial. But the book is stimulating and good reading. " $2.00 
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Flexner, Eleanor AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHTS 1918~1938 Simon & Schuster 


An authoritative work on our American playwrights from 1918 to 1938. 
Miss Flexner devotes a chapter to each dramatist, reviewing his or her work and 
ending with a critical survey of the ideas and ideals back of their plays. She ends 
her book on the new trend in the theatre, the trend of social conscience, typified 
by the work of Odets, Shaw, Lawson, Rice and so on. She touches upon the changes in 
the theatre brought about by the advent of the movies and radio. A good handbook 
for drama enthusiasts. $2.50 






























October 12 


Wisehart, M. K. READING THE PRICE TAGS OF LIFE Blue Ribbon 
(Halcyon House) 


Not just another self-help book, for it is a definite challenge to every-— 
one, whether successful or not, to strengthen faith in self through deepening self- 
knowledge, broadening vision, and going after one's own shortcominjs hammer and tongs. 
Breezily written without being cheap, and crammed full of telling anecdotes, this has 
the earmarks of good merchandise for popular sale. Publishers backing heavily. $1.94 


Young, A. Morgan IMPERIAL JAPAN Morrow 


Behind the scenes in Japan today is a dramatic and colorful story, but this 
is not a book for bedside reading, but for wideawake hours of close attention. The 
iE ) characters seem inevitably remote, and the reader needs to be fairly well versed in 
in Japan's history and biography to get all there is out of it. A close study of 
the men, their ambitions, their motives, their intent. A book for the student. $3.00 


October 14 


Banning, Kendall ANNAPOLIS TODAY Funk & Wagnalls 


A detailed book on the training of our future naval officers. The author 
gives a well rounded picture of life at Annapolis as lived by the mid-shipmen today. 
From the physical examination at entrance to the receipt of diploma and commission, 
there seems nothing omitted, even to an amusing chapter entitled "What Every Drag 
Should Know". Legend and story behind the customs of today - 100 years background 
for a modern training school. The book ends with the "Annapolis Log" and a chapter 
on application for appointment. A handbook for any parent with an eye to a son's 


naval career - and a plus sale for boys interested in the subject. $2.50 
October 18 
Wickes, Frances G. THE INNER WORLD OF MAN Farrar & Rinehart 


A psychoanalyst introduces to the layman the inner reality of multitude 
selves, below the surface. She follows closely the Jung ideology, but makes it clear 
through case histories. The first part of the book takes, step by step, the various 
facets, - the ego, the shadow, the image we build of ourselves, the influences that 

2d change our relations to life, etc. The last part of the book follows successive 

VS analyses, which demonstrate the points she has made previously. Not a text book, but 
a book, definitely of interest to those who have some background, not necessarily 
professional, in the field. Additional sale for the large public interested in 

dream interpretation. $3.50 
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Auslander, Joseph RIDERS AT THE GATE Macmillan 


A well-known anthologist contributes some of his own work, in a long nar- 
rative poem and many shorter ones. The title poem is an invective against the 
"modern, merciless three" (death, destruction and hate), in a world filled with fear 
and greed and lies. Then a fourth rider, Hope, joins them. The allegory is expressed 
in rather militant, stentorian verse, with occasionally crude and overstressed meta- 
phor. The shorter poems, again bearing many contemporary illusions, have greater 
delicacy. But the general impression is of little finish or real poetic quality. 


$1.75 

October 19 
Overstreet, Bonaro W. A SEARCH FOR A SELF Harper 
* A woman discusses the working philosophy she has evolved from a desire to 


be with people and yet have a private self, from experiences she has had which will 
influence the experiences of the future, and from the wish to clarify her inner con- 
fusions. She covers various aspects of social intercourse, family, marriage, daily 
contacts, and in reviewing her own experiences and those of others, she shows how 

best to meet life and the problems it presents. An honest effort to show how she has 
worked out her own salvation and the result is a better book than Your. Life As A 

Woman by Margaret Devereux (Random House), page 328,--for she demands a following 
through mental process from the reader, not a facile program. Interesting - personal - 
and at the same time meaty reading, particularly for women. $2.50 


Thomas, Norman SOCIALISM ON THE DEFENSIVE |) /~\_ | Harper 


A disappointing book. One looks for a definition and analysis of modern 
Socialism, a study of its defects and its strength - and one does not get it. 
Mr. Thomas assumes too intimate a knowledge of Socialism on the part of his readers. 
He discusses the totalitarian state, fascism, communism, the Popular Front - and the 
effect on Socialism. The book lacks fire - it is too dispassionate - he has in- 
tellectuaiized a subject which demands some warmth of emotion. He attempts to pre- 
sent the world situation, but that has been done - and done better. He urges the 
Socialist to stick to his guns and not compromise by supporting allied or kindred 
parties. He isn't specific enough about what to do, mow. He presents a world in 
turmoil -— he rejects communism, he rejects the New Deal, he thinks a real labor party 


is still in the future but has no program for achieving it. $3.00 
October 20 
Dewey, John LOGIC: The Theory of Inquiry Holt 


Simply the announcement of John Dewey in his final conclusions on the sub- 
ject to which he has devoted a lifetime, should make a sale with the person — or 
persons — to whom this book is directed. The material falls into four parts. (1) An 
analysis of the shortcomings of Aristotle and Mill and others, in the light of today's 
scientific findings and needs. (2) The structure of inquiry, in the realm of logic, 
the building of sound judgment through evalution, affirmation and negation, narration~- 
description, and universal propositions. (3) The general theory and the definition 
of terms, (4) Logic based on scientific method and principles, and adapted to today, 
Dr. Dewey is one of our great philosophers. Students will find this an essential 
book. $4.00 
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October 21 
Downey, Fairfax DISASTER FIGHTERS Putnam 










A journalistic approach to the drama of the Red Cross, through recounting 
four score and more tales of national disaster. The forest fires of Michigan in 1881 
first enabled Clara Barton to organize it over here; the Johnstown flood, the Georgia 
tornado of 1893, cyclones, volcanic eruptions, sea disasters, the San Francisco fire, 
mine and factory wrecks, the Spanish flu, drought, dust storms and floods - the Red 

Cross to the rescue. Nothing of the inner organization, etc. Simply a retelling of 
the stories of horror and death in which it functioned for good. $3.00 














4 


October24 ait A 


oo 


Copland, Aaron WHAT TO LISTEN FOR IN MUSIC | Whittlesey 


This is a book for the layman, but not, I should say, for the person wholly 
uninitiated in the technical side of music. The author claims that a proficiency is 
unnecessary to understanding, but surely the book will appeal more to those to whom 
: harmony and tone color means something. Melody and rhythm belong to all the world. 
On these four points, ghe bases her analysis of listening to music, and into these 
categories ghe fits her analysis of musical form, orchestration, musical texture. 


























From composer to interpreter to listener - so it goes. $2.50 
Starr, Julian, Jr. MAKE IT YOURSELF | Whittlesey 
This how-to-do book breaks down into five sections. (1) The shop — in which 
@ he discusses equipment, tools, power tools; (2) For out of doors - things to make for 


camps and out door living; (3) Indoor furniture - a bit more advanced work; (4) Games, 
toys, holiday projects, etc., and (5) Around the house - which really involves work 


that the home builder can do instead of the professional, $2.50 
AL S 
a ae ite i 
Davenport, Beatrix Cary,ed. A DIARY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION Houghton, Mifflin 


By Gouverneur Morris 


* For the first time, the unexpurgated diaries which the statesman and diplo- 
mat of Revolutionary fame kept during the years of the French Revolution. He was 
Minister to France during those days of terror, and with Franklin was the outstanding 
American in 18th century Europe. His was a ministry which involved tactful handling 
of the problems of the debt, efforts to interest various countries in colonization in 
the new America, careful balancing of the relations with France and England — and all 
of this comes into his diaries. But the general surface impression is a social and 
human one — he quite fancied himself with the fair sex ~— he knew everyone ~ and the 
Paris political and social roster appears in these pages. His sympathy, while on the 
side of liberal policies, was with the monarchy, and his Diaries end with the execu- 
tion of the king in 1793. His great-granddaughter has done a skilful bit of editing, 
and the result is an urbane and entertaining human document. 2 volumes — $17.50 


Arvin, Newton WHITMAN Macmillan 


This is primarily for scholarly consumption. It is a brilliant piece of 
e work, both in the morass of detail on the era - and the man, with some stimulating 
’ writing. A critical study by a Professor at Smith in an attempt to determine the 
motivating force behind the first "spokesman of modern man and the modern world". 
Arvin sees him as a study in contradiction, living in a turbulent era of political 
and social change, constantly in the midst of the fray - the first great Socialist, 
in the ultimate sense. In the Leaves he finds his awareness of human potentialities. 
* $3.00 
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Coon, Horace MONEY TO BURN Longmans, Green 


A study of the Foundations, how they were formed, how they are managed, 
what they accomplish. The Rockefeller Foundation, the Guggenheim, Duke, Russell 
Sage and the School for Social Workers - all come under the eagle eye - and some 
under the hammer. There is a good deal of debunking - revelations as to reinvest— 
ment of funds in steel, in oil, etc., to keep control of stock in donors’ hands. But 
the type of men serving on the Boards represent our finest citizens, and tremendous 


good is done. He raises the question of comparative benefits - but does not answer 
it. $3.00 


Serover—2e— jj - 1+ 


Bemelmans, Ludwig LIFE CLASS Viking 


* This is a unique sort of autobiography - not a complete story of a life of 
contradictions, but a slice out of that life, and an intimate glimpse behind the 
scenes in American hotels - as seen by Bemelmans, —- bus boy, waiter, assistant to the 
manager of the banquet hall, etc. First a brief sketch of a Tyrolean background, a 
childhood in Bavaria, failure in successive schools — and the chance to go to America. 
Then — life backstage, and sidelights an hotel patrons, done with tongue in cheek and 
the eye of an observer who sees below the surface. There is too a close-up of the 
administration and the forces that oiled the works. A mad world — but Bemelmans, 
though never quite at one with it, knew it intimately - and conveys it in unforget— 
table pictures and subtle humor. I loved it. Remember his My War. With The United 


States? This'has the same quality of poking fun at himself. Illustrated. $2.50 —— 
October 31 
Nordang, Bruno PATAGONIAN YEAR Knopf 


A Norwegian land surveyor returns to Patagonia, pampas region of the Argen- 
tine, now slowly evolving from primitive wilderness to exploited territory, as adven- 
turers and sharpers rush in. In simple, distinctive, somewhat sesthetic style, the 
author writes of the lonely interior, of the corrupt coast town, of old pioneers and 
gauchos, of customs and country. Not a travel book — not an adventure book. Can't 


see a wide appeal, in spite of the charm of the manner. $3.00 
October ?? 

Shackleton, Robert & Elizabeth THE BOOK OF ANTIQUES Penn 

* This is one of the most informative books in entertaining form that I have 


read for some time. Most books on antiques are somewhat categorically encyclopedic. 
This is a warmly personal and anecdotal book, with a tremendous amount of instructive 
data concerning periods, styles, cabinet makers, woods, decorative details, as well 
as the hows and whys and wheres of securing anitques in this country. Through their 
own experiences in running down rare pieces, in stumbling on chance finds, we grad- 
ually reconstruct much of our background in furniture, architectural trim, accessor- 
ies, and so on. Grand reading, and a practical guide as well. Illustrated fully. 
$3.00 


November 1 
Haynes, George M. THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 2 Vols. Houghton, Mifflin 


Volume I is a detailed record of the origin, history, development and mach- 
inery of the Senate, an important factual basis for Volume II, in which the Senate 
and foreign relations come in for exhaustive treatment, with study of the methods, 
the departures therefrom, and the contributions made over the years. It goes on then 
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to the. question of appointments, ratifications, rejections, civil service problems, 
concern in Supreme Court and Cabinet appointments, special commissions and foreign 
service. Next - removals from office and impeachments, the historical background 
and the changing policy. Finally, the privileges, payment and perquisites of the 
senatorial body. The Senate chambers and changing customs. The President and the 
Senate. The House and the Senate. Provocative and timely - for reference rather 
than reading. $8.50 











November 1° 





Wildes, Harry Emerson VALLEY FORGE Macmillan 









A contribution to regional study in a fascinating history of Valley Forge, 
not solely as a winter camp for the revolutionary army, but the valley itself. Early 
settlements by Swedes, Quakers, Welsh; development of rich farming country; prosper- 
ity through the forges. Then the war — and the winter headquarters, the horrible 
winter of privation and sickness more vivid than ever. Finally, the founding of the 
park commission to preserve the valley as a memorial. Mr. Wildes knows the region 
at first hand and has done a good job. Local interest - and general Americana value. 


$3.50 











November 2 






Bent, Silas SLAVES BY THE BILLION Longmans, Green 










This reads suspiciously like a book subsidized by the public utilities and 

@ the home economics industries. The author gives lavish praise to the phases of mech- 
anical progress which has affected home life, He presents the historical background 
and then brings it up to the minute, whether his subject is refrigeration, cooking 
stoves, radios, lighting fixtures, electric gadgets. He thinks every husband should 
be first aid to the ailing house, and tells them how. Practical hints for best value 
out of new equipment. Good program material for women's clubs, as a variation on 
culture, and good sales talk for traveling salesmen. It's not dull — but will it be 
read? I wonder. $2.50 














November 7 








Vinson, Maribel Y. PRIMER OF FIGURE SKATING Whittlesey 






This is a better book for the individual aspirant to skating honors than 
the Diane Cummings’ book (Harper) - page 359. Where that book covers data about clubs, 
this sticks to the individual skater, and builds up to exhibition skating. The intro- 
ductory chapter for the beginner is extraordinarily good how-to-do material. From 
that point, the two books are fairly parallel, both covering the main figures and 
forward progress towards figure skating. Action pictures and diagrams. $2.75 













November 8 


Mason, Daniel Gregory MUSIC IN MY TIME Macmillan 


This is a charming book of reminiscences, and should appeal as such to more 
~~ than the musical audience. The book is in no way a technical book; it is autobiograph-— 
e@ ical, and Professor Mason is known as a lecturer, composer, writer. Delightful 

glimpses of the great and the near great among musicians, sculptors, poets, writers, 

playwrights, including such people as Paderewski, Hofmann, Gabrilowitsch, Edward 

Arlington Robinson, Santayana and others. The start of the book is a bit prosy ~ but 
it gathers momentum and is entertaining reading, warmly human and personal. $5.00 
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November.$10 





Hart, Liddell THROUGH THE FOG OF WAR Random House 


" A very interesting piece of comparative analysis, in the light of twenty 
years study of war literature, source material, etc. Hart launches his book with a 
brief history of the World War, then goes on to take one by one, the leading figures 
on all fronts. More space is given to England's officers than to others, and in the 
light of subsequent findings and with new perspective, he analyzes their respective 
contributions, their weaknesses and strengths, the mistakes they could have avoided, 
and so on, In this light, some emerge bigger, some lesser men. The approach is 
primarily from the military and strategic and policy angle, with brief personal an- 
alysis. French, German, Italian and American officers come in for their share. The 
last third of the book is drawn from actual war memoirs — what people have said of 
their own part. In juxtaposition, they gain new meaning. All in all, this is a 
fresh sort of history of the war, synthesized by time, and it makes war a horrible 
example of human fallacy and a terrific sacrifice on the altar of human pride. Fas- 
cinating reading - and it should be a challenge and warning. The bibliography is a 


valuable adjunct. $2.50 
9 i 
November = — Recewhewr ook he, 
Vallentin, Antonina LEONARDO DA VINCI: Viking 
The Tragic Pursuit of Perfection 

An intellectual biography - for intellectuals. It lacks the emotional and 
dramatic appeal of the Merejkowski, the warmth and color of the Taylor biography. But 
it is interesting and artists, scholars and engineers will find it absorbing, for the 
author has approached each facet of that complex character with scientific precision. 
The intellectual will like this analysis of one man's genius; the people who enjoy 
history for its own sake will like the full background; but the average reader will 
feel it too detached and objective and intangible. A scholarly and careful study. 


Illustrated. $5-00 
ie 
November 18 
de Wet, Oloff PATROL IS ENDED Doubleday, Doran 


An English pilot tells of his experiences with the Loyalists in Spain, his 
years in that war-torn country, on the ground and in the air. Madrid -— San Janvier - 
Albacete - Manises - near death many times. It is more than daredevil flying. There 
is a brief romantic interlude, with a tragic ending. There is imprisonment and re-+ 
lease. Surface adventure and spiritual and emotional reactions. Not the usual 
journalistic job, but a semi-artistic one (though occasionally a little pseudo) .$3.00 


20: 2S 
Announcing - Dev fet s9 |- Qe 


Baker, Ray Stannard, ed. WOODROW WILSON LIFE AND LETTERS: Vol. VII Doubleday, Doran 


This volume covers the war years, and consequently should be the most 
interesting. Check previous sales records for special notice. $5.00 


Horan, Kenneth IT'S NOT MY PROBLEM Doubleday, Doran 


More reminiscences, by the author of Remember The Day and Oh Promise Me. 

The daily round of a full life in Chicago, the doctor husband, two adolescent chil- 
dren, lectures to writing groups and ladies' clubs, book reviewing and domestic 
problems. She chooses home and the family when Hollywood beckons. Anecdotal - per- 
sonal - often a charming record - but not so unself-conscious as the previous books, 
and too often seeming to play to the gallery, particularly the booksellers in her 
audience. And one gets a bit tired of her literary palaver. Diary form for most 
part. $2.00 
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November ?? 


Thompson, Oscar ~ ed. THE INTERNATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA Dodd, Mead 
OF MUSIC AND MUSICIANS 


Here is the third encyclopedia of music this season, The Macmillan and the 
Doubleday, Doran publications were reported on August ist, page 323. The distinguish- 
ing feature of this volume seems to be the imposing list of contributors of special 
articles, internationally famous critics and musical authorities. The articles appear 
under the subject head as they come into the alphabetical arrangement of contents. 

One volume containing almost 3000 pages, containing the history of music, the lives 

of composers, the plots of operas, the trends and theories, the biographies of mus- 
ical artists, musical instruments, data on opera houses and singers, a discussion of 
American music, full bibliographies, reference articles on miscellaneous musical sub- 
jects, analysis of compositions, orchestras and their leaders, lists of works, dis- 
cussion of science of music, definitions of terms, forms, Negro music and other racial 
types. Send to publisher for brochure. Price before publication $12.50 Post $15.00 


3 iis eee a¥ 
Mulholland, John BEWARE FAMILIAR SPIRITS VUectehan 3) ™ Scribner 


~-and beware the fraud! Herein a well known magician writes of famous 

spiritists and types of spiritism, leaving occult world little to stand on. He starts 
with the Fox sisters in 1847 and the gigantic commercial and scientific proportions 
of their practical joke. He goes on to other types, -— table tipping, mind reading, 
telepathy, ectoplasm, hokum of the mediumistic field. He exposes charlatans through 
the years, and relies on scientific investigation of the League of Psychic Research. 
He closes with more general aspects, and one draws the conclusion that to date there 
has been no authenticated manifestation from the spirit world. Straight recording > 
job. | $2.50 


Whichter, George F. THIS WAS A POET Scribner 
A Critical Biography of Emily Dickinson 


" A scholarly but very readable and often challenging portrait of Emily 


Dickinson:—- first her life, then her work. He shows her as witty, gay and social 
in her youth, to the manner born, yet with stoic side from her Puritan forebears, 
her childlike honesty and joy of life, her background, family history, childhood and 
schooling. And then the two major influences of her life ~- the tutor who inspired 
her to become a poet, and Wedsworth, the Philadelphia clergyman, the moving force 
behind her love poems, a fact corroborated by letters and dates. The balance of the 
book is an analysis of her work, sources of style, formative influences, the role of 


nature, the interplay of concrete and intangible. Illustrated. - $3.00 
Baldwin, Hanson ADMIRAL DEATH - Spurf-!934 simon & Schuster 
* , Twelve men against the sea - as told by the naval and military correspondent 


of the New York Times. (1) The Titanic, with some new revelations; (2) the Saginaw; 
(3) the Central America; (4) the Jeannette; (5) the Lusttanta - and others less well 
known. Thrilling stories all, a grand reportorial job. The best thing of the kind 
that I have seen. Plus sale for boys and girls. $2.50 


McMahon, A. Philip THE ART OF ENJOYING ART Whittlesey 


A method by which anyone can learn to comprehend and appreciate a work of 
art. The aspects of sensation, technique, form, color and touch are discussed. Ex- 
tensive bibliography opens way to specific study of art forms. Fully illustrated, so 
that each step in developing the technique can be tested and proved. $3.00 
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Published 


Wiskemann, Elizabeth CZECHS AND GERMANS oxford 


The almost uncanny timeliness of this volume is certain to result in a wider 
sale than so pedantic a treatment of the subject might otherwise have achieved. Step 
by step the history of years of trouble, dating back specifically to 1918, and gener- 
ally to long before that; the roots - the causes - the manifestations. Recent de~ 
velopments, with an objective approach to the soundness of the claims made by the 
Sudeten Germans, the way in which Benes has approached the subject and his generous 
and flexible attitude. The book comes up to March !38, but it makes the groundwork 


for better understanding of today's crisis. $3.00 


Chamberlain, Samuel LONGFELLOW'S WAYSIDE INN Hastings House 


Another title in the American Landmark Series, and - as in the Salem book, 
the seasonal approach gives a variety to the same scene. The Wayside Inn, its sur- 


roundings, neighboring houses and interiors, in beautiful photographs. $1.25 
Pearson, Hesketh THINKING IT OVER Harper 
* Very English, very charming, chatty, sagacious, witty reminiscences of a 


well-known biographer. From childhood on his primary interest lay in people. He was 
considered incompetent and inattentive in school, and later in commerce. He spent 

his spare time at the theatre, and after a brief trip to Mexico, he went into the 
theatre as an actor manager. The anecdotes of the stage are delightful, with all 

sorts of people known (Shaw, Barrie, Mrs. Patrick Campbell, etc.), and in the liter- 
ary field with Frank Harris, Chesterton, Galsworthy, Strachey, and others. Years of 
the war - Persia and Mesopotamia —- America. Then a discussion of his literary works. 
Good reading, for its abundant anecdotal quality, its acute pen portraits, its English 
wit by polish and understatement. A refreshing book, for the urbane literary audience. 


$3.50 


: ; 
Warcollier, Rene EXPERIMENTS IN TELEPATHY Harper 


This is the result of 25 years of scientific analysis of telepathic exper- 
lence and it boils down to pretty thin findings and doubts of the possibility of the 
direction of telepathy to any constructive ends. Its success is only approximated 
by association of ideas, and it is possible only under favorable conditions. He thinks 
that ultimately research may revolutionize our concept of mind, but he holds no brief 
for the value of telepathy as communication with the dead. For scientists. $3.00 


Frischauer, Paul ENGLAND'S YEARS OF DANGER oxford 


The Napoleonic era is connoted by the title -— but the text does not limit 
the field to England. And - with old material - Frischauer has made something new, 
a sense of here and nowness through the insertion of contemporary writing at each 
point of the often considered events. The result is people as they were, emotions 
in turmoil, horrors unexpurgated and humor unrestrained. It is a skilful merging of 
dry outline and live interpolation of contemporary commentary. The result is a new 
view of Napoleon - and there is more than an echo in the world today. A unique con- 
tribution to the shelves of Napoleon. Don't miss it. Sorry we didn't see it earlier. 


$2.75 
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Davidson, Morris PAINTING FOR PLEASURE Hale, Cushman & Flint 


A hobby book, with double purpose. First, to teach the amateur who would 
like to dabble in paints, the basic principles of line, balance, color, form, design - 
and the technical processes by which an impression may be transferred to canvas. 
Second, to give all observers some basic rules for judgment of the works of artists. 
The author hopes to inspire the reader to "go and do likewise". Illustrated in color 

































and in monochrome. $2.50 
Smith, Frank THOMAS PAINE: Liberator. Stokes 
Paine's own creed was this: "Where Liberty is not, there is my country, 


which is life exemplified." Crusader, pamphleteer, one who inflamed men to passion 
but did not originate the flame, his was a life tremendous in influence, rather tragic 
in personal aspects. He came to America from England, poor, alone, Jack of all 
trades. He edited a magazine ~ issued Common Sense, which became the bible of the 
revolution. Then he tried —- in vain - to cement unity between France and America, I 
and wrote The Rights. of Man, the creed for world revolution. In spite of imprison- 
ment by the Jacobins, he loved France, spent his later years there, and gave form to 
his deistic theories in Age of Reason. Penniless, ill, persecuted in America — he 
still stood for free man. The book is an analysis of his contribution rather than a 
personal biography. Scholarly - produces new evidence regarding Paine and his work. 


$3.00 
Tisdall, E. E. P. QUEEN VICTORIA'S MR. BROWN Stokes 
| As far as I know, the only biography of the remarkable Highlander, ghillie 
~@ at Balmoral, and boon companion to the queen. Tisdall traces his life history, his 





devotion to the queen, his antipathy to "Bertie", the basis of the gossip, which he 
felt had roots in Victoria's feeling that Brown was a link with the Prince Consort, 
and the impounding of Brown's papers on his death. Interesting reading - contro- 
versial. $3.00 


Hurley, Vic : JUNGLE PATROL Dutton 


The saga of the Phillipine Constabulary and a nice job of reporting. The 
police force was organized after the Spanish-American war, and might be termed Amer— 
ica's Foreign Legion. Natives made a part of it - they knew their jungles. For 20 
years this force governed the Islands, carrying on guerilla warfare with the bandits 
and clans set on extermination of the whites. It's not a pretty tale. Quezon has 
now transferred the force to the regular Army, with increased authority to native 
officers. Illustrated. $3.50 


September 19 


Dennison, Filene, Flanders & TOWARD FULL EMPLOYMENT Whittlesey 
Leeds 
The title is misleading. This is not a book dealing with employment as such, 
but with governmental approach to the demands of employment in the business cycle, at 
long range, with emphasis on maintaining financial stability through flexible budget-— 
ing. The authors are all known for their liberal viewpoints in business. Their con- _ 
yy structive criticism should carry weight, but their method is somewhat pedantic, and 
@ the book is hard going. $2.50 


Announcing 


Johnson, Ben SELECTED WORKS -— PLAYS — POEMS - MASQUES ~— CRITICISM Random House 
Latest addition to the one volume edition series, edited by H. Levin. $3.50 
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September 22 


Aiken, George D. SPEAKING FROM VERMONT Stokes 


The governor of Vermont speaks for the Vermonter, particularly the agri- 
culturist, and presents his point of view and experience in New Deal problems of 
resettlement, agricultural control, labor problems, unemployment, relief, social 
security, conservation. He shows the ins and the outs — and pleads for more emphasis 
on Cooperatives of all kinds, and on a Republican Party geared to the present crisis. 
A sane and wise book, salted with philosophy and human sympathies. $2.00 


Feanck, Harry A. SKY ROAMING ABOVE TWO CONTINENTS Stokes 


By air ona 69 day trip with stop-offs in Mexico, Central and South America, 


the Antilles and Cuba. Written in Mr. Franck's usual chatty style, spcied with humor. 
He is an experienced traveler and loses none of his zest. Gives brief resume of his-~ 


torical background, and something of the people and general feel of the places. But 
there's not the concentrated survey of his previous books. Essential for travelers. 
$3.50 
September 28 
Ford, Ford Madox THE MARCH OF LITERATURE Dial Press 


In one volume, Mr. Ford manages to convey the pace and rhythm of world 
literature, from the early Oriental literature, to some of the moderns. Not an 
anthology (though it might well be read with one at hand), but a book in which he 
aims to give an historical and interpretative picture, as an incentive to seek out 
the best in world literature. The book should be taken in small installments - else 
its magnitude swamps one. Omissions = of course - but he achieves his purpose. $3.75 


Seymour, Katharine & PRACTICAL RADIO WRITING Longmans, Green 


Martin, J. T. W. 
A how-to-do book for the hopeful aspirant to radio script fame. The authors 
help their students over the pitfalls, indicate differences in types of programs, 
and present a primer manual for all types of radio writing. First the rules and reg- 
ulations peculiar to the industry ~ then announcements, dramatic sketches, gags, propa 
interviews, etc. Scripts are analyzed —- showing how they are built up. 


ganda, news, 
Adaptations are explained. A practical useful book. $2.00 
Evans, Walker AMERICAN PHOTOGRAPHS Museum of Modern Art 


America off guard - Evans reveals us as we are, the visible effects of vulgar- 
ization and crassness following the industrialization of a country. He is an anti- 
art-—photographer - and, in spite of himself, an artist in his own field. An extra- 
ordinary set of photographs - shocking but haunting; a social commentary in visual 


$2.50 


form. 
September 30 


Loth, David PUBLIC PLUNDER Carrick & Evans 


A history of graft in the U. S. from Colonial times down, government in the 
service of industry or finance or personal profit. A disheartening picture, as bribery 
and corruption in high places is traced from Jefferson and Hamilton to Wood and Tweed ~ 
to the prohibition era and Capone and Insull - to the New Deal and Farley, with his 


distortion of reform politics. A record of names and facts, but seems authentic and 
courageous, if a bit muck raking. For the Robber Barons. market. $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward, McCann 


Dodd, 


Barry, Philip - WAR IN HEAVEN - from 9/19 to 10/17 
Bayley, M. = IN FRIENDS WE TRUST - from 10/21 to 9/26 


Mead 
Asbury, Herbert - SUCKER'S PROGRESS - from 9/21 to 10/25 


Becker, May Lamberton — GOLDEN TALES OF CANADA = from 10/4 to 10/11 


Colver, Alice Ross - ADVENTURE FOR A SONG - from Fall? to 9/21 


Hollister, Mary Brewster -— KEE-KEE AND COMPANY —- from 9/21 to 10/11 


Jessup, Philip C. + ELIHU ROOT - from 10/4 to 10/25 


Mantle, Burns, ed. — THE BEST PLAYS 1937-1938 - from 10/25 to 10/11 


Thayer, Lee - THAT STRANGE SYLVESTER AFFAIR — from 10/4 to 9/21 


Doubleday, Doran 


Frankl, Paul T. - SPACE FOR LIVING - from 10/21 to 11/4 
Knox, Rose - THE STEP-TWINS - Price from $1.50 to $1.75 


Mills & Dunn - SHADOW PLAYS AND HOW TO PRODUCE THEM — from 9/23 to 10/” 


Puleston, Dennis - BLUE WATER VAGABOND — from 10/7 to 10/21 


Harper 


Ross, Ishbel - FIFTY YEARS A WOMAN —- from 10/? to 9/21 


Lippincott 


Penn 


Reyna 


Scrib 


simon 


Footner, H. - MORE THAN BREAD — from 9/15 to 9/29 
Hark, Ann - HEX MARKS THE SPOT - from 9/22 to 9/29 
Hurston, Zora Neale - TELL MY HORSE - from 9/29 to 10/13 


Montague, J. Fe, MeDe ~ HOW TO CONQUER CONSTIPATION - from 9/29 to 10/13 491 
Still, Charles &. - STYLES IN CRIME = Note title correction. Date from 


9/15 to 9/22 
Wagner, Dorothy - BROKEN RHYTHM - from 9/29 to 10/6 


Taft, Edna - A PURITAN IN VOODOO-LAND ~- from 9/? to 10/? 


l1 & Hitchcock 


Counts, George S. - THE PROSPECTS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY — from 9/16 to 9/23 388 


ner 
Dunne, Finley P. - MR. DOOLEY AT HIS BEST ~ from 10/7 to 10/28 


Fairchild, David G. - THE WORLD WAS MY GARDEN ~ from late August to 10/4 


James, Will - FLINT SPEARS - from 10/? to 10/14 


Pegler, W. THE DISSENTING OPINIONS OF WESTBROOK PEGLER ~ from 10/28 to 10/7 396 
Stearns, Harold, ed. - title from CIVILIZSTION IN THE UNITED STATES to 


AMERICA NOW. Date from 10/? to 10/24 
Van Dine, S. S. — THE GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE - from 9/? to 10/28 
& Schuster 
Damon, Bertha - GRANDMA CALLED IT CARNAL - from 10/7 to 10/21 
Leigh, W. R. = FRONTIERS OF ENCHANTMENT - from 10/? to 10/22 
Powys, John C. - THE ENJOYMENT OF LITERATURE ~ from 10/8 to 10/17 
Statler, David - ROARING GUNS - from 10/6 to 10/20 
Streeter, Edward - DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY - from 10/28 to 11/? 
Thouless, R. He - HOW TO THINK STRAIGHT - from 10/? to Spring, 1939 


Stokes 


Greenwood, Walter ~ THE CLEFT STICK - from 7/14 to 9/8 


Viking 


Edman, Irwin ~ PHILOSOPHER'S HOLIDAY (Viking) from 11/7 to 11/4. Price from 


$3.00 to $2.75. November selection of the Book-of-the-—Month 


Embury, Lucy ~- PAINTED SAINTS - Note correct author's name. From 9/30 to 


10/14 


Whittlesey 


Deschin & Herrschaft -— LIGHTING IDEAS IN PHOTOGRAPHY — Price from $3.00 to 


$2.75 







~ 433 ~ 































287 
345 


324 


392 
259 
408 
392 
360 | 
585 | 


360 
305 
309 
393 


344 


342 
324 
326 


323 
340 


295 


295 


253 
385 


61 
566 


355 
274 
358 
336 
396 
397 


209 


593 





410 






397 











September 15, 1938 


October 


October 


3 


4 


October 5 


October 6 


October 


October 10 





October 


October 


October 


11 


12 


14 


4 
- 443a- 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - OCTOBER lst to 15th 


Rascoe, Burton, ed. = 


Agar, Herbert - 
Arms, Dorothy - 
Jessup, P. C. = 
Link, Henry C. = 
Manning, M. =< 
Neuberger, R. Le = 


Graves, Robert - 
Hughes, Richard ~ 


Fahnestock, B. & S. = 
Mendelssohn, Peter - 


Allingham, Marjorie - 
Caine, Hall —- 
Fairchild, David G. - 
Garside, E. = 

Heyer, Georgette <- 
Roberts, W. A. — 

Van Doren, Carl ~- 
Wodehouse, P. G - 
Young, Francis Brett - 


Cabell, Branch - 
Cooper, Page —- 
Haggard, Stephen - 


Masefield, John ~ 
Miller, M. M. 


Brand, Max - 
Stolberg, Benjamin - 


Foster, B. - 


James, Will - 
Miller, Max <- 


Roberts, Elizabeth M. - 


Se September 26 - Bayley, M.- 





Page 
AN AMERICAN READER (Putnam) 392 
PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (Houghton, Mifflin) 356 
FISHING MEMORIES (Macmillan) 326 
ELIHU ROOT (Dood, Mead) 392 
REDISCOVERY OF MAN (Macmillan) 386 
MOUNT VENUS (Houghton, Mifflin) 399 
OUR PROMISED LAND (Macmillan) 387 
COUNT BELISARIUS (Random House) 315 
IN HAZARD (Harper) 313 
STARS TO WINDWARD (Harcourt, Brace) 421 
ALL THAT MATTERS (Henry Holt) 344 
FASHION IN SHROUDS (Doubleday, Doran) 317 
LIFE OF CHRIST (Doubleday, Doran) 318 
THE WORLD IS MY GARDEN (Scribner) 253 
CRANBERRY RED (Little, Brown) 379 
BLUNT INSTRUMENT (Doubleday, Doran) 318 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (Viking) 8 Mm: (ocd 349 
THE CODE OF THE WOOSTERS (Doubleday, Doran) 289 
DR. BRADLEY REMEMBERS (Reynal & Hitchcock) 3176 


SEMMES OF THE ALABAMA (Bobbs—Merrill) 356 
i 


THE KING WAS IN HIS COUNTING HOUSE 


(Farrar & Rinehart) 380 
ALL THE YEAR ROUND (Stackpole) 422 
NYA (Little, Brown) 379 
DEAD NED (Macmillan) 413 
FIRST THE BLADE (Knopf) 341 
DEAD OR ALIVE (Dodd, Mead) 419 
THE STORY OF THE C I © (Viking) 422 
TURN LOOSE YOUR WOLF (Morrow) 385 
FLINT SPEARS (Scribner) 385 
A STRANGER CAME TO PORT (Reynal & Hitch- 

cock) 345 
BLACK IS MY TRUELOVE'S HAIR (Viking) 345 


Please Add Thts Title To Your September. 15th to 30th Calendar. 


IN FRIENDS WE TRUST (Coward, McCann) 345 
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BULLETIN FROM 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 


Vol. VI September 15, 1938 No. 18 


FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT - No. 7 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Dentler,Mame & Fenner, Frank Jr. TIME TO EAT Whitman 


A picture book of foods. A good idea, too bad it is not better from the 
angle of photography. The pictures show the common foods in diet, the form in which 
they come to the house as well as the form in which they appear on the table. Break-— 
fast, dinner and supper — with the foods planned by a nutrition expert. (Publ.) $1.00 


Sumner, Florence Gillette LET'S PLAY WITH FINGERS Whitman 


The idea of building finger games around nursery rhymes, and other songs 
and verses should appeal to parents and nurses with invalid children. Useful, too, 
for rainy days and bedtime play. The descriptions of the finger games are simple and 
direct. The illustrations are incredibly poor.  (Publ.) $1.50 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brock, Emma NOBODY'S MOUSE Knopf 


* The setting for this latest Emma Brock book is Greenwich Village, in the 
midst of the Italian pushcarts. She gets, with a simple story and numerous pictures, 
interspersed throughout the text, a real feel of the Village. Again one of her always 
successful but somewhat patterned stories, about a dog that chases a cat, and a cat 
that chases a mouse, and a mouse that gets away. Good fun. (10/3) | $1.75. 


DeBrunhoff, Jean BABAR AND HIS CHILDREN Random House 


I suppose all Babar books sell, but personally I am getting a bit bored with 
the lengths to which DeBrunhoff goes to make a story. This is the least good — it 
creaks at all its joints. But of course the pictures are inimitable. (9/14) $3.00 


Handforth, Thomas MEI LI Doubleday, Doran 


* A lovely thing, with entrancing pictures of the little Chinese girl who 
breaks all the traditions and goes to the fair on New Year's Day, and of her adven- 
tures. The text is sometimes a bit adult, but the pictures help carry it. (16/42? 


Il- # $2.00 
Lida SPIKY THE HEDGEHOG Harper 
* These books are all good property. There is a freshness and charm in the 


illustrations, that few books offer. The colors are a bit more postery this time, 
and the story of the adventurous little hedgehog more full of incident than in previous 
books, All to the good from the angle of sales. Illustrated by Rojan. (9/7) $1.00 
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Newberry, Clare Turley BARKIS Harper 


* Clare Newberry has made a place for herself with her picture. books. This 
time she has combined an irresistible cocker puppy with a small black kitten, in a 
story of James who wanted the puppy to be all his, and of Nell Jean, who wanted to 
go shares. Beautiful reproduction by photogravure process. (10/5) $1.50 | 


Proudfit, Isabel THE BOTTLE FAMILY McKay | 
THE BROOM CLOSET FAMILY 


Companion volumes, evidently planned to give personality to household equip- 
ment. The first tells an absurd story of the party that Mr. and Mrs. Milk Bottle 
gave for their daughter Cream; the second personifies all the brushes and brooms of 
the cleaning closet. Second rate, both stories and pictures. (9/1) Each $ .50 


Seuss, Dr. THE 500 HATS OF BARTHOLOMEW CUBBINS Vanguard 


This is a modern fairy tale, of a small boy from the cranberry bogs, who 
got into hot water with the king because each time he removed his hat another hat 
appeared in its place. It took all the king's advisers to handle the situation —- then 
they couldn't find a solution. Humor — grand pictures. A book of surer child appeal 
than And To Think That I Saw It On Mulberry Street. (9/22) $1.50 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Burgess, Thornton W. WHILE THE STORY LOG BURNS Little, Brown 


Another "story log" volume, along familiar lines. True and mightbe-true 
nature stories, with fantasy element, personified animals, etc. Burgess' pattern is 
tried and true. Good story telling material. (10/'7) $2.00 


Cobb, Lucy & Hicks, Mary ANIMAL TALES FROM THE OLD NORTH STATE Dutton 


North Carolina Negro folk tales, many of them going back to the same source 
as the Uncle Remus stories, many of them new, to the average reader. The authors 
have gone to Negro story tellers for their material, and have divided their stories 
according to the story tellers, - a cotton picker, a blacksmith, a cook, a barber, 
etc. Birds and animals play the leading parts in most of the stories. The connecting 
links in which the setting and the story teller are described give the impression of 
stage directions and notes. Of the stories themselves, the how and why stories seem 
the surest, but all of them should enrich the story teller's bag of tales. Inez Hogan 
illustrations strike an authentic note. (9/6) $2.00 


Harper, Wilhelmina THE HARVEST FEAST Dutton 


These collections of stories built around heydays and holidays are proving 
extremely useful for school libraries and public libraries, for story tellers and 
program directors. This new one is a collection of Thanksgiving stories, skilfully 
edited, so that even the extracts from full length books read as short stories. Old 
times and new, in well balanced rations; stories for children of varying ages and in- 
terests. The asterisks in the table of contents indicate stories for younger children. i( 
There is adventure, humor, pathos, romance; there is some history and some poetry. , 
Included are stories by such well known writers as Cornelia Meigs, Constance Skinner, 
Carolyn Bailey, Carl Sandburg, Mary Wilkins Freeman and others. (8/29) $2.00 
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Harrington, Isis L. TOLD IN THE TWILIGHT Dutton 
Navajo Indians folk rhymes and stories, and Pueblo Indian stories, most of 
them based on factual background, with a few of legendary character: The author 


Claims no originality, for the stories were told to her by children in her Indian 
school in Albuquerque, and in many instances they were stories of experiences older 
Indians had handed down. Quite different from the usual collections, since these 
stories reflect the life and customs and events, rather than the folk lore. The 
illustrations are a distinct hurdle, as they have no charm or distinction. (Published) 
$1.75 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books. 


Bourgeois, Florence TRAILER DOG TRIX AND NANCY Doubleday, Doran 


This is for beginning readers, and the story is simply told with pictures 
to fill in the gaps. Better content than most such books. The story is about a 
little girl who lived in a trailer, and of the dog and the toy trailer and toy auto- 
mobile she received. Florida trailer camp background. One could wish that the story 
had followed more closely, step by step. One has a feeling of something left out - 
but perhaps small readers will fill in their own connecting links. Nice pictures. 


(10/7) >| | $ .75 
De Jong, Meindert THE BIG GOOSE And The Little White Duck Harper 
a A delicious book, about a goose that was bought as a pet, and a little white 


duck that had to go everywhere the goose went, and of how the goose loved the farm and 
felt responsible for every part of it, and loved the little old lady and the big boy 
and the visiting girls - and even the crotchety old man (who didn't think he loved the 
goose. It is amusing ~ and original - and the pictures are fun. (10/19) $2.00 


Grimm Brothers THREE TALES FROM GRIMM Macmillan 


Lovely pictures by Brunhild Schlotter opposite every page of text, in deli- 
cate pastel colors. The Sleeping Beauty, The Frog Prince and Mother Hulda are the 
stories used. $1.25 


Holbrook, Ruth CAP'N BENNY'S BIRDHOUSES Doubleday, Doran 


Cap'n Benny had forgotten how to smile, but Davy and the martins showed him 
the way, and he found a new interest in life in making birdhouses for his bird guests. 
Northeast Harbor background. Charming pictures. (9/23) $ .50 


Moon, Grace SOLITA Doubleday, Doran 


This is for the upper brackets of this 6 - 9 group of readers. The story of 
an eight year old Mexican child, of the uncle and aunt who came to take her away from 
the ranch house where she had been raised, and of the adventures with the bandits which 
interrupted their plans for going to California. Grace Moon has established a reputa- 
tion for this type of story, and though there is no particular distinction to this one, 
it is good routine story-adventure against a Mexican background. Illustrated. (10/7) 

$2.00 


Szekely, Sari MARIKA Whitman 


Good factual content for the children who like stories of far away places, 
Marika was the American-raised daughter of an Hungarian actor, and this is the story 
of her visit to her grandfather in the old country, of the city life and the country 
life, of the customs and the school and the people. A slight story. Illustrated, 


(10/3) $1.50 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Brown, Marjorie W. PUEBLO PLAYMATES Whitman 


Routine stuff - and nothing particularly significant about it. A story of 
Pueblo Indian life through the incidents in the story of children who return to the 
pueblo for the marriage of a sister, of the wedding, of the feast, of the corn dance, 
etc. It has been done before, as well or better. Illustrated. (9/29) $1.50 


Duvoisin, Roger AND THERE WAS AMERICA Knopf 


At first one feels that this is an artificial way to introduce small readers 
to the story of America. The dialogue seems artificial, the story element too obvious. 
But - at the close ~ one looks back and realizes that not only has the opening up of 
a new country been skilfully introduced, but that a great deal has been added of the 
hows and wherefores of our growth. Illustrated in color. (10/10) $2.00 


Stearns, David M. SLEEK: The Story of: An Otter. Farrar & Rinehart 


Simple informative text, following the first year in a young otter's life. 
Somewhat fictionized, but should sell as nature book not story. Illustrated in two 
colors by Sharon Stearns. (922) 1o| > $1.00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Barringer, Marie THE FOUR AND LENA Doubleday, Doran 


* A story of the Black Forest, and of four children and a goose who went on ( 
a little mountain train to stay with an uncle and to help at the farm in the place 
of the servants who had left. It is a charmins, friendly little story, giving a very 
real impression of the life and the countryside. The illustrations by the Petershams 
are irresistible. (10/#) $2.00 
2/ 


Cooke, Donald E. NUTCRACRACKER OF NUREMBURG Winston 
Retold and illustrated by 


American children (and adults) are not familiar with the story which in- 
spired Tschaikowsky's Nutcracker suite, so this version of it should fill a real need, 
It reads as a fairy tale, woven into the story of the Christmas gift of a puppet and a 
puppet theatre. Should stand on its own merits as a charming story, with the added 
value of the tie up with the music. The occasional use of a metrical form is unfor- 
tunate. (10/15) $2.00 


Elliot, Kathleen Morrow SOOMOON, Boy of Bali Knopf 


This is slow in getting under way, but once started, it carries on with 
plenty of incident and an incidental picture of customs and life of Bali. The story 
of a boy who can no longer live with his stepmother, and who sets out for a distant 
village to live with an unknown uncle. The moral issues may cause some eyebrows to 
raise - but as told they seem a part of the native psychology. The preparations for 
the trip, the adventures of the trip itself, particularly the cock fight, and the 
surprise ending make it a thoroughly readable story. Illustrated. (10/10) $2.00 


Justus, May THE HOUSE IN NO END HOLLOW Doubleday, Doran 


This isn't as good a book as Honey Jane — but at that it is well above aver-— 
age and a distinct contribution to the American background. A story of today in the 
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Kentucky mountains, of the mission school and the efforts of the people to hold it to- 
gether, and particularly the story of Becky, and her 14-year old sense of responsi- 
bility for her younger brother and sister and the home they had kept against odds. 

The story is good; the details about the life and the point of view of the mountain- 
eers is convincing and enlightening. But the dialogue is uneven, sometimes using 
dialect, sometimes not, and there is a feeling that the story is made second to the 
facts about the life, in too earnest an endeavor to show these people as they are. | 
Illustrated by Erick Berry. (10/7) $2.00 
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It was one of Reginald's practical jokes that resulted in the Ackroyd family 
taking a year off to find out which one of their nice but ordinary children might be 
considered a genius. And it was quite a relief to all of them to learn that they 
didn't have to go on trying any more — but that they could pursue the mystery of the 
cave and be nice children in their own way. Not important but pleasant. (1049) $2.00 | 


/ 
Hill, Helen & Maxwell, Violet THE ASTONISHING LETTER Harper | 
; 


‘ 


Lide, Alice Alison YINKA-TU THE YAK Viking 


* This is delightful book, First, the story itself is worth reading, though 
not a wholly convincing picture of Tibet. And second, Kurt Wiese has done one of the 
best jobs he has ever done in the illustrations which are generously sprawled over 
the pages, giving one the impression, at a glance, of this being a younger book than 
the text indicates. An adventure story of a Tibetan boy and the white yak, and of 

{ @ the errand on which he went to carry the message to the sacred city. (8/29) $2.00 


Kelly, Raymond ME AND ANDY Whitman 


Jack Bradford, a boy of twelve, tells this story of his hike from Chicago 
to Peoria, in search of an unknown grandfather after his own father's death. His funds 
are limited, so he earns his way by various means, and he arid his dog Andy, "who start— 
ed out to be an Airedale" have many adventyres, run into scrapes, and emerge triumph- 
ant. Humorous, slightly pathetic at times, with occasional bits of philosophy that 
seem a bit out of key, and above the average young reader's head. Illustrated. (8/26) 


$1.50 
’ Meadowcroft, Enid Lamonteé BY WAGON AND FLATBOAT Crowell 
* A really entertaining story of pioneer days, and a family trek by covered 


wagon and boat, from a comfortable Pennsylvania farm to the wilderness of Ohio, short-— 


ly after the Revolution. It has been done before, but this has a zest and interest 

that makes it unusual. Readable for all ages, from ten up. Illustrated. (10/10) 
$2.00 

Moffitt, Virginia May GREAT HORSE Winston 





Great Horse was a wild horse of the forest in the days of the Cro-—Magnons. 
And Tergo, son of the chief of the tribe, is the first man to ride a wild horse, 
through a chance accident, and with his grandfather's help, he uses this newfound 
experience to build up superstitious fear in the minds of his fellows. A story of 
@ adventure in pre-historic days, possibly a bit overcrowded and occasionally confusing 
as the author follows first Tergo's story, then the story of his little friend, Mishta, 
One could wish that the background had been played up more convincingly. It is often 
lost sight of in the succession of incidents. But it is a good yarn, Illustrated. 


(10/15) | $2.00 
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Sperry, Armstrong LITTLE EAGLE - A Navajo Boy Winston 


A story of a Navajo boy, sheep herder for his father, whose ambitions turn 
longingly towards the government school which his uncle.will not let him attend. But 
adventure comes his way, and his heroism in the face of danger gives the Medicine Man 
of the tribe the impetus needed to make his dream come true. The story ends with 
the promise, leaving, possibly, the story of the school for a sequel. A good tale, 
though not particularly new. Illustrated by the author. (10/15) $2.00 


Weik, Mary THE HOUSE AT CHERRY HILL Knopf 


This might have been a better book than it is. The chief criticism is that 
it seems to start out as a near-vocational book - and winds up as a mystery, A boy 
is kept home from school by trouble with his eyes. His father puts in his hands the 
supervision of the building of a new house, and through this he learns a great deal 
about the necessary steps. This line is followed through the initial steps, but when 
the actual building comes, it is almost dropped from sight, for a new interest de- 
velops in the search for the missing treasure. Result - the book misses on both 
counts, being neither convincingly one sort or the other. (10/10) $1.75 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Gregory, John C. HEROES ON YOUR staMPs jf ‘737 Knopf 


A reference book for stamp collectors, which is, in addition, a supplement- 
ary reader for history and geography. Brief biographical notes of the people whose 
heads appear on stamps. Enlarged reproductions form the illustrations. (¢6@6) $1.50 


Tousey, Sanford BUFFALO BILL Rand McNally 


Tousey's name will sell this, but it is a disappointing book. Neither text 
nor pictures have any distinction. The Garst biography on Bobbs—Merrill's list, is 
a much better book. This follows the broad outlines of his life, but omits much that 
gives it glamor and interest, and yet the story is not sufficiently simplified to give 
it greater appeal for younger readers. (9/24) $ .50 


White, Anne Terry THREE CHILDREN AND SHAKESPEARE Harper 


Not’ another retelling of the plays, but an unusual account of a way in which 
one mother introduced her children, step by step, not only to the plays as they were 
written, but to an understanding of why they were written that way, how the stages 
looked, what costumes were worn, etc. Four plays are used: The Merchant of Venice, 
Midsummer. Night's. Dream, Julius. Caesar. and The Taming Of The Shrew.: I was a skeptic - 


and the book convinced me that it could be done that way. (10/19) $2.50 
FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 
Hawley, Zoa Grace A BOY RIDES WITH CUSTER Little, Brown 
e An exciting tale of a lad who joins General Custer as guide and interpreter, 


when the famous Seventh goes after Sitting Bull and his Sioux Indians at the Little 


Big Horn. John is rescued by an Indian friend and lives to tell his story. The author 


has a thorough knowledge of Indian ways and legends, the life of the plains, buffalo 
hunts, and so on. Her picture of Custer is a sympathetic one, and her details of 
skirmishes and the final battle are excellent. (10/'7) $2.00 
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Holland, Rupert Sargent THE BOY WHO LIVED ON LONDON BRIDGE Macrae Smith 


The period is late 16th century. And the story centers around a lad, ap- 
prenticed to his uncle a goldsmith, whose workshop is on London Bridge. The threat 
of the Armada is hanging over prosperous London, and Giles twice runs foul of the 
Spanish spies and betters them. Eventually, he further earns the Queen's gratitude 
by helping take supplies to the fleet in the Channel. A rich period and the book 
has a fine sense of the pace and feel of the times. Illustrated. (10/9) $2.00 


Nolan, Jeannette Civert RED HUGH OF IRELAND Harper 


Red Hugh is a boy hero worthy the same enthusiastic admiration extended to 
Young Douglas, but Scottish history is more familiar than Irish history, so Hugh is 
a less familiar character in historical fiction. For that reason, this story of 
Hugh's capture, his refusal to allow himself to be ransomed when he learns the terms 
and what it would mean to his clan, the O'’Donnells, his escape, with the aid of his 
chum, Artie, a servant girl in the prison and her soldier sweetheart,- is all the more 
welcome — a real addition to the historical background for a phase of Elizabethan 
history slighted in most accounts of the period. The author is known for her adult 
novels. (10/19) $2.00 


Pease, Howard JUNGLE RIVER Doubleday, Doran 


Pease can usually be counted on for a good adventure yarn, but in this story 
of South American jungles and a race for oil claims, on the part of representatives 
of several nations, he overstretches the long arm of coincidence and forces his situa— 
tions beyond the bounds of credibility. The result is a confusing and unconvincing 
story, with Don, son of a missing engineer, as the hero of exploits that an adult 
could not compass. Background of country and native customs seems authentic. (10/7) . 
$2.00 


Robinson, Gertrude ROBEEN Dutton 


A sequel to Sachim Bird, and very dependent on it for complete understanding 
at the start. Once under way, the story goes on its own merits. An adventure story 
of the English castaway and his encounters with Indian friends and foes. The setting 
is an isiand off the coast of Maine, and various tribes of Indians are in conflict 
over fishing and hunting rights. Robeen, in befriending several Indians, helps heal 
the breach between the tribes. The Maine Indian material is less familiar than most, 


and this fits into that picture. (8/29) $2.00 
Russell, Alice Dyar STRANGERS IN THE DESERT Harper 
* A first rate mystery story, with the identity of the boy who is boarding in 


a doctor's family, as the pivot on which the story hangs. The family is well done, 
the relations of parents and children, and of the children to each other ~ and of the 
problem of the shy stranger is a good build-up for his sudden disappearance, fore- 
shadowed by inquiring strangers and midnight escapades. Then the kidnapping - and the 
search. Well sustained ~ well written - and good reading for all ages. California 
setting. (10/19) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS ~ Won-ftction 


Jarden, Mary Louise THE YOUNG BRONTES Viking 


** Utterly fascinating story of the childhood of the Brontes, in the days be~- 
fore Charlotte was sent away to school. Of life on the moors, and the momentous visit 
to the uncle, of the household dominated by the stern father and the Wesleyan aunt, 
the awakening imaginations, and the plays and pretendings that gave them food. As good 
and better than most fiction. Illustrated by Helen Sewell. (J.L.G. selection) 


(10/14) $2.50 
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FIFTEEN AND UP —- Ftcetton 


Berger, Joseph” COPY BOY Macrae Smith 


* Excellent - though not particularly new. It differs from the average run 
of books about young hopefuls in the newspaper game in that the hero in this story 
is no hero - he is just plain boy, and makes plenty of mistakes -— and learns thereby. 
Good vocational reading. Illustrated with actual photographs. (10/18) $2.00 


Berry, Erick HONEY OF THE NILE Oxford 


Last year Stokes published The Lost Queen of Egypt by Lucile Morrison. Now 
comes this book, dealing - in a different way - with the same story, that is, the 
mystery of the disappearance of the youthful bride of the young Pharoah, TutankhAmun 
I liked the Morrison book, but thought it somewhat overladen with detail for younger 
readers. This is more clear cut, the story is very plausible. There is occasionally 
a certain self-consciousness in the style, where the author lapses into present tense. 
On the whole, however, it can be sold as a good tale and authentic background. Illus- 


trated by the author. (9/1) $2.00 


Litten, Frederic Nelson PILOT OF THE NORTH COUNTRY Dodd, Mead 


Very specialized in appeal, for the flying lingo is so constant that those 
unversed in the subject will find it somewhat tough going at times. A good yarn, con- 
siderably marred by forced humor and cheapness. A story of the opening up of air 


routes to Asia via Alaska and of the keen and bitter competition. (10/11) $2.00 
Smith, Leonard K. FORTY DAYS TO SANTA FE Little, Brown 
* A first rate tale of the days of wagon trains and buffalo hunts and Indian 


scouts, which should appeal to red-blooded boys and their fathers (if the latter like 
good Westerns). Young Johnny is an orphan, and goes from Ohio to live with his uncle, 
a Missouri river-boat captain. His uncle's death throws him into the hands of a trapp- 
er, who starts his training as Indian Scout. (10/1) $2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 


Gould, Kenneth Miller WINDOWS ON THE WORLD : Stackpole 


* With all up-to-date schools current-events-conscious, this book should fill 
areal need. It is a quite extraordinary cross section of world history in the past 
decade, - economic, social, political aspects all in balance. One cannot say that 
the author in any sense forces his personal opinion on his readers, but the approach 
is a broadly social one, and the thoughtful reader should find it an opening wedge 

to a liberal understanding of world events in the light of basic principles. A book 
for parents and teachers as well. Illustrated with charts, graphs, etc. (10/3) $3.00 


Nelson, Eugene W. THE MAGIC WAND OF SCIENCE : Dutton 


And here's a book to supplement WINDOWS ON THE WORLD with up-to-the-minute 
data on modern science, in its application to daily life. With a brief historical 
background, on each subject, the author brings us up to date on such varied matters 
as the microscope, the thermometer, weights, measurement, internal chemistry, prac-— 
tical application of science to industry, industrial chemistry, lighting, etc. Very 
readable and amazingly far reaching in interest. (9/12) $2.00 
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Snaith, Stanley AT GRIPS WITH EVEREST oxford 


This book covers the whole range of expeditions not only in attack on Mt. 
Everest but also on Kangchenjunga and Manda Devi and Nanga Parbat. The successive 
accounts read like hairbreadth adventure yarns. There is — all in all — an inevit-— 
able impression of sameness to the uninitiate, but anyone interested in mountain 
Climbing will find it a thoroughly satisfactory book, and a tribute to the brave 
spirit behind the challenge of successive expeditions. Illustrated with photographs. 
(10/6) $2.90 









































Tinker, Jack BAREFOOT AND THE FRIENDLY ROAD Viking 


A boy's bare feet stir up the dust of the road's past, the people that 
have travelled it and the things it sees. Told in verse form, but reads like rhyth- 
mic prose. The charming line drawings throughout (by the author) are an essential 


part of the whole. No reason for isolating this as a juvenile. (10/3) $1.00 
REPRINTS 
Bells, Elsie Spicer TALES FROM THE AMAZON Dodd, Mead 


This is a reprint of a book formerly issued under the title The Magic Tooth. 
Folk tales of the South American jungles, mostly stories of animals in human guise, 
creation tales, fables, etc. Illustrated by Florence Choate and Elizabeth Curtis. 


A book for library and school shelves of folk lore. (9/21) $2.00 
Hudson, W. H. A LITTLE BOY LOST Knopf 
@ Published in this form in 1918, and because of the price, a staple item 


for schools and libraries. This is the story of a changeling, a child of nature - 
and nobody can come closer to the essential spirit than Hudson. The illustrations 
detract rather than add to the appeal of the story. (Published) $1.25 


Now being reissued ~ The Famous Louis Rhead Series Harper 


This series, originally published by Harper, came out for a time under the 
Blue Ribbon imprint. Now they are back again where most librarians feel they belong, 
under the Harper imprint, after an interval during which many of them were not avail- 
able. See Harper catalogue for complete list. Four were published last year, nine 


are coming out this Fall. Four colored plates; 100 black and white. Each $1.50 
Twain, Mark LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI Harper 
Now available in identical format at a popular price. $1.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Fiction 





Becker, May Lamberton GOLDEN TALES OF CANADA Dodd, Mead 


This is a series already well established, and in use in many library chil- 
dren's rooms. This new title is planned to convey the spirit of Canada, from bleak 
territory of the Rockies, from timber land, from quaint Quebec villages. For full 
report see September 1st issue, page 392. (10/11) $2.50 
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ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Non-fiction 


Beebe, William ZACA VENTURE Harcourt, Brace 


Beebe has succeeded in creating almost insatiable curiosity about the under- 
water creatures and undersea life through the books following successive expeditions. 
This new volume, following his explorations along the coast of Lower California, 
through the gulf of California and out to Clairon Islands covers not only undersea 
observations, but something of the history and background of the land. For fuller 
report see September 1st bulletin, page 391. (9/29) $3.00 


Murray, Arthur HOW TO BECOME A GOOD DANCER Simon & Schuster 


An amusing method for teaching modern dancing by use of patterns and charts, 
and a few photographs. A good deal of space is given to general rules of etiquette 
and form, position, stance, holding, etc. For fuller report see September lst issue, 
page 398. (Published) $1.96 


Puleston, Dennis BLUE WATER VAGABOND Doubleday, Doran 


Our sea book specialist reports "not a dull page” in writing of this new 
book of deep water experiences. Variety of experiences from a small boat voyage to 
the West Indies, happy-go-lucky adventures among the islands, a passage north on a 
racing yacht, a shipwreck off Hatteras, a winter voyage in the North Atlantic, and 
a long cruise in the South Seas. Good adventure. For full report see September 
lst bulletin, page 393. (10/21) $3.00 


Thomas, Henry THE STORY OF THE UNITED STATES Doubleday, Doran 


A biographical history of the United States, with brief dramatic sketches 
of men and women who have contributed to our national growth. Theorists, statesmen, 
patriots, political giants, adventurers, pioneers, soldiers, organizers, religious 
leaders, writers, inventors, industrialists, labor leaders, leaders of causes, jour- 
nalists, saints and sinners - he covers a wide range. For fuller report see September 
lst bulletin, page 395. (10/21) $2.50 


Announcing 


Johnson, Edna & ANTHOLOLOGY OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE Houghton, Mifflin 
Scott, Carrie &E. 


Send for a prospectus of this anthology, and you will find whether it meets 
your needs. Ideally, such an anthology should not be needed; practically, it proves 
a short cut to closer acquaintance with world juvenile literature. The introduction 
gives a measuring rod for taste and judgment. The contents cover a wide field, - 
Mother Goose and nonsense rhymes, fables, folk and fairy tales, Bible stories, nature 
stories, fiction, biography, poetry. The appendixes should prove infinitely val- 
uable for reference purposes. I have not seen the text, so am merely reporting on 
the basis of the circular. (10/25) $3.50 

















